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African Swine Fever 

A global issue affecting all protein chains 

Pig losses in China have reached critical levels, surpassing the world’s ability to make up the 
shortfall/difference. As African swine fever moves into additional geographies within China the disruption 
is only going to intensify. 

Pork losses of up to 16 Million MT will be a reality and as above global protein supply will fall short of 
Chinas expected need and until production can respond. 

Poultry will be the main protein to benefit with prices already reaching record highs in November 2018 
followed by further increases again in March 2019. 

The estimated growth in production in China of all other proteins including poultry, beef and sheepmeat 
is expected to grow by up to 4 million tons in 2019. 

Imports are also expected to rise up to 1.5 million tons including poultry, beef and sheepmeat. 

Even with the growth of all other proteins there will still be a significant gap between demand and supply. 
Growth in pork imports are expected to close some of this gap. 

 

Europe’s export opportunities are likely to result in production growth 

This will also have a negative effect on prices with rises already in place continuing. 

January 2019 saw an increase 14 % from the EU to China along with a year on year increase to Vietnam 
of 73 % albeit a smaller market but with a large demand. 
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African swine fever remains a threat in Eastern Europe and Belgium 

The unpredictable nature of the way the disease is spreading has made many in Europe’s pork industry 
nervous about the potential impacts on supply and the risk of ASF spreading further. 

The risk of the situation in Belgium remains unchanged as cases continue to be reported. Recent cases in 
February and March have also been found outside the initial containment zone with the newest cases 
showing the disease spreading to the northern, southern and eastern edges of the containment zone. 

Outbreaks in Belgium are now 1 km from France, 45 km from Germany and 150 km from the Netherlands. 

The spread to France is very possible considering the recent outbreaks so close to the border. 
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Outbreaks in 2019 in Eastern Europe show the wide spread of the disease 
 

 


